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19 sites were added to the World Heritage List in 18 countries (5 natural, 14 cultural).
7 from Europe
8 from Asia Pacific
1 from Latin America and the Caribbean
2 from Africa
1 Arab region
Total number of sites on UNESCO’s World Heritage List: 981 (759 cultural, 193 natural, 29
mixed) in 160 countries
Qatar and Fiji had their first sites inscribed on the List this year, as well as Lesotho, whose first
World Heritage site was inscribed as an extension to the uKhalamba Drakensberg Park in South
Africa. The new mixed site (cultural and natural) is known as Maloti Drakensberg
Transboundary World Heritage Site.
Two other extensions to sites already on the World Heritage List were inscribed: Mount Kenya
Lewa Wildlife Conservancy (Kenya) and Bochnia Royal Salt Mines (Poland)

Out of 30 nominations discussed at the session:
All sites recommended for inscription (17) were inscribed.
Out of 6 sites recommended for deferral 4 were referred
The 2 sites recommended for referral were both inscribed.
Out of 2 sites not recommended for inscription, 1 was not inscribed and 1 was referred.

Five natural sites were inscribed:
Xinjiang Tianshan (China) comprises four components—Tomur, Kalajun-Kuerdening,
Bayinbukuke and Bogda— that total 606,833 hectares. They are part of the Tianshan mountain
system of Central Asia, one of the largest mountain ranges in the world. Xinjiang Tianshan
presents unique physical geographic features and scenically beautiful areas including spectacular
snow and snowy mountains glacier-capped peaks, undisturbed forests and meadows, clear rivers
and lakes and red bed canyons. These landscapes contrast with the vast adjacent desert
landscapes, creating a striking visual contrast between hot and cold environments, dry and wet,
desolate and luxuriant. The landforms and ecosystems of the site have been preserved since the
Pliocene epoch and present an outstanding example of ongoing biological and ecological
evolutionary processes. The site also extends into the Taklimakan Desert, one of the world’s
largest and highest deserts, known for its large dune forms and great dust storms. Xinjiang
Tianshan is moreover an important habitat for endemic and relic flora species, some rare and
endangered.
Mount Etna(Italy)is an iconic site encompassing 19,237 uninhabited hectares on the
highest part of Mount Etna, on the eastern coast of Sicily. Mount Etna is the highest
Mediterranean island mountain and the most active stratovolcano in the world. The eruptive
history of the volcano can be traced back 500,000 years and at least 2,700 years of this activity
has been documented. The almost continuous eruptive activity of Mount Etna continues to
influence volcanology, geophysics and other Earth science disciplines. The volcano also supports
important terrestrial ecosystems including endemic flora and fauna and its activity makes it a
natural laboratory for the study of ecological and biological processes. The diverse and
accessible range of volcanic features such as summit craters, cinder cones, lava flows and the
Valle de Bove depression have made the site a prime destination for research and education.

El Pinacate and Gran Desierto de Altar Biosphere Reserve(Mexico) - The 714,566
hectare site comprises two distinct parts: the dormant volcanic Pinacate Shield of black and red
lava flows and desert pavements to the east, and, in the west, the Gran Altar Desert with its ever
changing and varied sand dunes that can reach a height of 200 metres. This landscape of
dramatic contrast notably features linear, star and dome dunes as well as several arid granite
massifs, some as high as 650 metres. The dunes emerge like islands from the sea of sand and
harbour distinct and highly diverse plant and wildlife communities, including endemic
freshwater fish species and the endemic Sonoran Pronghorn, which is only to be found in
northwestern Sonora and in southwestern Arizona (USA). Ten enormous, deep and almost
perfectly circular craters, believed to have been formed by a combination of eruptions and
collapses, also contribute to the dramatic beauty of the site whose exceptional combination of
features are of great scientific interest. The site is also a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.
Namib Sand Sea (Namibia) is the only coastal desert in the world that includes
extensive dune fields influenced by fog. Covering an area of over three million hectares and a
buffer zone of 899,500 hectares, the site is composed of two dune systems, an ancient semi -

consolidated one overlain by a younger active one. The desert dunes are formed by the
transportation of materials thousands of kilometres from the hinterland, that are carried by river,
ocean current and wind. It features gravel plains, coastal flats, rocky hills, inselbergs within the
sand sea, a coastal lagoon and ephemeral rivers, resulting in a landscape of exceptional beauty.
Fog is the primary source of water in the site, accounting for a unique environment in which
endemic invertebrates, reptiles and mammals adapt to an ever-changing variety of microhabitats
and ecological niches.This is the first natural site in Namibia to be inscribed on the World
Heritage List.
TajikNational Park (Mountains of the Pamirs), Tajikistan- covers more than 2.5
million hectares in the east of Tajikistan, at the centre of the so-called “Pamir Knot”, a meeting
point of the highest mountain ranges on the Eurasian continent. It consists of high plateaux in the
east and, to the west, rugged peaks, some of them over 7,000 meters high, and features extreme
seasonal variations of temperature. The longest valley glacier outside the Polar region is located
among the 1,085 glaciers inventoried in the site, which also numbers 170 rivers and more than
400 lakes. Rich flora species of both the south-western and central Asian floristic regions grow
in the Park which shelters nationally rare and threatened birds and mammals (Marco Polo Argali
sheep, Snow Leopards and Siberian Ibex and more). Subject to frequent strong earthquakes, the
Park is sparsely inhabited, and virtually unaffected by agriculture and permanent human
settlements. It offers a unique opportunity for the study of plate tectonics and subduction
phenomena. The site is Tajikistan’s first natural World Heritage site.

Fourteen cultural sites were inscribed:
Red Bay Basque Whaling Station (Canada).Red Bay, established by Basque mariners
in the 16th century at the north-eastern tip of Canada on the shore of the Strait of Belle Isle is an
archaeological site that provides the earliest, most complete and best preserved testimony of the
European whaling tradition. Gran Baya, as it was called by those who founded the station in
1530s, was used as a base for coastal hunting, butchering, rendering of whale fat by heading to
produce oil and storage. It became a major source of whale oil which was shipped to Europe
where it was used for lighting. The site, which was used in the summer months, includes remains
of rendering ovens, cooperages, wharves, temporary living quarters and a cemetery, together
with underwater remains of vessels and whale bone deposits. The station was used for some 70
years, before the local whale population was depleted.

Cultural Landscape of Honghe Hani Rice Terraces (China) -The Cultural Landscape
of Honghe Hani Rice Terraces, China covers 16,603-hectares in Southern Yunnan. It is marked
by spectacular terraces that cascade down the slopes of the towering Ailao Mountains to the
banks of the Hong River. Over the past 1,300 years, the Hani people have developed a complex
system of channels to bring water from the forested mountaintops to the terraces. They have also
created an integrated farming system that involves buffalos, cattle, ducks, fish and eel and
supports the production of red rice, the area’s primary crop. The inhabitants worship the sun,
moon, mountains, rivers, forests and other natural phenomena including fire. They live in 82

villages situated between the mountaintop forests and the terraces. The villages feature
traditional thatched “mushroom” houses. The resilient land management system of the rice
terraces demonstrates extraordinary harmony between people and their environment, both
visually and ecologically, based on exceptional and long-standing social and religious structures.
Levuka Historical Port Town (Fiji).The town and its low line of buildings set among
coconut and mango trees along the beach front was the first colonial capital of Fiji, ceded to the
British in 1874. It developed from the early 19th century as a centre of commercial activity by
Americans and Europeans who built warehouses, stores, port facilities, residences, and religious,
educational and social institutions around the villages of the South Pacific island’s indigenous
population. It is a rare example of a late colonial port town that was influenced in its
development by the indigenous community which continued to outnumber the European settlers.
Thus the town, an outstanding example of late 19th century Pacific port settlements, reflects the
integration of local building traditions by a supreme naval power, leading to the emergence of a
unique landscape.
BergparkWilhelmshöhe, (Germany).Descending a long hill dominated by a giant statue
of Hercules, the monumental water displays of Wilhelmshöhe were begun by Landgrave Carl of
Hesse-Kassel in 1689 around an east-west axis and were developed further into the 19th century.
Reservoirs and channels behind the Hercules Monument supply water to a complex system of
hydro-pneumatic devices that supply the site’s large Baroque water theatre, grotto, fountains and
350-metre long Grand Cascade. Beyond this, channels and waterways wind across the axis,
feeding a series of dramatic waterfalls and wild rapids, the geyser-like Grand Fountain which
leaps 50m high, the lake and secluded ponds that enliven the Romantic garden created in the
18th century by Carl’s great-grandson, Elector Wilhelm I. The great size of the park and its
waterworks along with the towering Hercules statue constitute an expression of the ideals of
absolutist Monarchy while the ensemble is a remarkable testimony to the aesthetics of the
Baroque and Romantic periods.
Hill Forts of Rajasthan, (India)- The serial site, situated in the state of Rajasthan,
includes six majestic forts in Chittorgarh; Kumbhalgarh; SawaiMadhopur; Jhalawar; Jaipur, and
Jaisalmer. The ecclecticarchitecture of the forts, some up to 20 kilometres in circumference,
bears testimony to the power of the Rajput princely states that flourished in the region from the
8th to the 18th centuries. Enclosed within defensive walls are major urban centres, palaces,
trading centres and other buildings, including temples that often predate the fortifications within
which developed an elaborate courtly culture that supported learning, music and the arts. Some
of these urban centres have survived, as have many of the site's temples and other sacred
buildings. The forts use the natural defenses offered by the landscape: hills, deserts, rivers, and
dense forests. They also feature extensive water harvesting structures, largely still in use today.
Golestan Palace (Iran, Islamic Republic of).The lavish Golestan Palace is a
masterpiece of the Qajar era, embodying the successful integration of earlier Persian crafts and
architecture with Western influences. The walled Palace, one of the oldest groups of buildings in
Teheran, became the seat of government of the Qajar family, which came into power in 1779 and
made Teheran the capital of the country. Built around a garden featuring pools as well as planted
areas, the Palace’s most characteristic features and rich ornaments date from the 19 th century. It

became a centre of Qajari arts and architecture of which it is an outstanding example and has
remained a source of inspiration for Iranian artists and architects to this day. It represents a new
style incorporating traditional Persian arts and crafts and elements of 18 th century architecture
and technology.
Medici Villas and Gardens in Tuscany, (Italy).Twelve villas and two pleasure gardens
spread across the Tuscan country side make up this site which bears testimony to the influence
the Medici family exerted over modern European culture through its patronage of the arts. Built
between the 15th and 17th centuries, they represent an innovative system of rural construction in
harmony with nature and dedicated to leisure, the arts and knowledge. The villas embody an
innovative form and function, a new type of princely residence that differed from both the farms
owned by rich Florentines of the period and from the military might of baronial castles. The
Medici villas form the first example of the connection between habitat, gardens, and the
environment and became an enduring reference for princely residences throughout Italy and
Europe. Their gardens and integration into the natural environment helped develelop the
appreciation of landscape characteristic Humanism and the Renaissance.
Fujisan, Sacred Place and Source of Artistic Inspiration (Japan). The beauty of the
solitary, often snow-capped, stratovolcano, known around the world as Mount Fuji, rising above
villages and tree-fringed sea and lakes has long inspired artists and poets and been the object of
pilgrimages. Its representation in Japanese art goes back to the 11 th century but 19th century
wood block prints have made Fujisan become an internationally recognized icon of Japan and
have had a deep impact on the development of Western art. The inscribed property consists of 25
sites which reflect the essence of Fujisan’s sacred landscape. In the 12 th century, Fujisan became
the centre of training for ascetic Buddhism, which included Shinto elements. On the upper 1,500metre tier of the 3,776m mountain, pilgrim routes and crater shrines have been inscribed
alongside sites around the base of the mountain including Sengen-jinja shrines, Oshi lodging
houses, and natural volcanic features such as lava tree moulds, lakes, springs and waterfalls,
which are revered as sacred.
Historic Monuments and Sites in Kaesong (Korea, Democratic People’s Republic
of). Situated in Kaesong city, in the south of the country, the site consists of 12 separate
components, which together testify to the history and culture of the Koryo Dynasty from the 10th
to 14th centuries. The geomantic layout of the former capital city of Kaesong, its palaces,
institutions and tomb complex, defensive walls and gates embody the political, cultural,
philosophical and spiritual values of a crucial era in the region’s history. The monuments
inscribed also include an astronomical and meteorological observatory, two schools (including
one dedicated to educating national officials) and commemorative steles. The site testifies to the
transition from Buddhism to neo-Confucianism in East Asia and to the assimilation of the
cultural spiritual and political values of the states that existed prior to Korea’s unification under
the Koryo Dynasty. The integration of Buddhist, Confucian, Taoist and geomantic concepts is
manifest in the planning of the site and the architecture of its monuments.
Historic Centre of Agadez (Niger).Known as the gateway to the desert, Agadez, on the
southern edge of the Sahara desert, developed in the 15 th and 16th centuries when the Sultanate of
Aïr was established and Touareg tribes were sedentarized in the city, respecting the boundaries

of old encampments, which gave rise to a street pattern still in place today. The historic centre of
the city, an important crossroads of the caravan trade, is divided into 11 quarters with irregular
shapes. They contains numerous earthen dwellings and a well-preserved group of palatial and
religious buildings including a 27m high minaret made entirely of mud brick, the highest such
structure in the world. The site is marked by ancestral cultural, commercial and handicraft
traditions still practiced today and presents exceptional and sophisticated examples of earthen
architecture.
Wooden Tserkvas of the Carpathian Region in Poland and Ukraine - Situated on the
eastern fringe of eastern Europe, this transnational property includes a selection of 16 tserkvas churches, built of horizontal wooden logs between the 16 th and 19th centuries by communities of
the Eastern Orthodox and Greek Catholic faiths. They represent the cultural expression of four
ethnographic groups and the formal, decorative and technical characteristics they developed over
time. The tserkvas bear testimony to a distinct building tradition rooted in Orthodox ecclesiastic
design, interwoven with elements of local tradition, and symbolic references to their
communities’ cosmogony. The tserkvasare built on a tri-partite plan surmounted by open
quadrilateral or octagonal domes and cupolas. They feature wooden bell towers, iconostasis
screens, and interior polychrome decorations as well as churchyards, gatehouses and graveyards.
University of Coimbra—Alta and Sofia (Portugal).Situated on a hill overlooking the
city, the University of Coimbra with its colleges grew and evolved over more than seven
centuries within the old town. Notable university buildings include the 12 th century Cathedral of
Santa Cruz and a number of 16 th century colleges, the Royal Palace of Alcáçova, which has
housed the University since 1537, the Joanine Library with its rich baroque decor, the 18 th
century Botanical Garden and University Press, as well as the large “University City” created
during the 1940s. The University’s edifices became a reference in the development of other
institutions of higher education in the Portuguese-speaking world where it also exerted a major
influence on learning and literature. Coimbra offers an outstanding example of an integrated
university city with a specific urban typology as well as its own ceremonial and cultural
traditions that have been kept alive through the ages.
Al Zubarah Archaeological Site (Qatar).The walled coastal town of Al Zubarah in the
Gulf flourished as a pearling and trading centre in the late 18th century and early 19 th centuries,
before it was destroyed in 1811 and abandoned in the early 1900s. Founded by merchants from
Kuwait, Al Zubarah had trading links across the Indian Ocean, Arabia and Western Asia. A layer
of sand blown from the desert has protected the remains of the site’s palaces, mosques, streets,
courtyard houses, and fishermen’s huts; its harbour and double defensive walls, a canal, walls,
and cemeteries. Excavation has only taken place over a small part of the site, which offers an
outstanding testimony to an urban trading and pearl-diving tradition which sustained the region’s
major coastal towns and led to the development of small independent states that flourished
outside the control of the Ottoman, European, and Persian empires and eventually led to the
emergence of modern day Gulf States.
Ancient City of Tauric Chersonese and its Chora (Ukraine).The site features the
remains of a city founded by Dorian Greeks in the 5 th century BC on the northern shores of the
Black Sea. It encompasses six component sites with urban remains and agricultural lands divided

into several hundreds of chora, rectangular plots of equal size. The plots supported vineyards
whose production was exported by the city which thrived until the 15 th century. The site features
several public building complexes and residential neighbourhoods, as well as early Christian
monuments alongside remains from Stone and Bronze Age settlements; Roman and medieval
tower fortifications and water supply systems; and exceptionally well-preserved examples of
vineyard planting and dividing walls. In the 3 rd century AD, the site was known as the most
productive wine centre of the Black Sea and remained a hub of exchange between the Greek,
Roman and Byzantine Empires and populations north of the Black Sea. It is an outstanding
example of democratic land organization linked to an ancient polis, reflecting the city’s social
organization.

Three sites received extensions:
Mount Kenya-Lewa Wildlife Conservancy (Kenya), was inscribed as an extension
added to Mount Kenya Natural Park / Natural Forest. The area added to the Mount Kenya
Natural Park consists of a core of nearly 20,000 hectares and a buffer zone of almost 70,000 ha.
It is situated between the Tropical Montane ecosystem and the semi-arid savannah grasslands
and its inscription completes the preservation of the ecological and biological processes
preserved at the Mount Kenya Natural Park, which was inscribed in 1997. The extension lies
within the traditional migrating route of the African elephant population of the Mount Kenya
Natural Park, world renowned as the location of the second highest peak in Africa, Mt Kenya,
that rises 5,199 m above the sea. The extinct volcano numbers 12 glaciers that are receding
rapidly, and four secondary peaks overlooking U-shaped glacial valleys. With its rugged glacierclad summits and forested middle slopes, Mount Kenya is one of the most impressive landscapes
in East Africa.
Maloti Drakensberg Tranboundary World Heritage Site - The World Heritage
Committee has decided to inscribe Lesotho’s Sehlabathebe National Park as an extension to the
uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park (in South Africa), which is now to be named Maloti
Drakensberg Tranboundary World Heritage Site. The 6,550 hectare addition to the existing site
consists of a spectacularly beautiful watershed area that hosts flora and fauna of scientific
importance. They include the Maloti Minnow, a critically endangered fish species only to be
found in the Park. Other endangered species include the Cape Vulture (Gyps coprotheres) and
the Bearded Vulture (Gyps barbatus). Sehlabathebe National Park’s African Alpine tundra
ecosystem with its 250 endemic plant species significantly enhances the value of uKhahlamba
Drakensberg Park. It also features important rock paintings made by the San people who have
been living on the site for 4,000 years.

Bochnia Royal Salt Mines (Poland) is an extension to the Polish Wieliczka Salt Mine,
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1978, which is now to be known as the Wieliczka and
Bochnia Royal Salt Mines. The WieliczkaSaltworks Castle used for the management of the
property was also added to the site. The rock salt deposit in Wieliczka-Bochnia has been mined
since the 13th century and is the oldest of its type in Europe. Spread over several levels, it has

300 km of galleries with underground chapels, storerooms and more. It includes altars and
statues sculpted in the salt, making a fascinating pilgrimage into the past of a major industrial
undertaking that developed over 700 years.

The following changes were made to the List of World Heritage in Danger:
The danger listing is intended to mobilize all possible support for the safeguarding of
these properties which are recognized by the international community as being of outstanding
universal value for humanity as a whole. Currently, there are 44 properties on the List in Danger.
Bam and its Cultural Landscape (Iran) was removed from the Danger List

East Rennell (Solomon Island) was inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger
The World Heritage Committee determined that logging is threatening the outstanding universal
value of the site, and asked the national authorities to provide an impact assessment study of the
logging, although it is taking place outside the site’s core area. Forests cover most of the land
area of the 37,000-hectare site, which was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1998. The site
makes up the southern third of Rennell Island, the southernmost island in the Solomon Island
group in the western Pacific. It is the largest raised coral atoll in the world and its dense forest
has a canopy averaging 20 metres in height. The forest is an essential component of the atoll,
which is considered to be a true natural laboratory for scientific study.
The six World Heritage sites of the Syrian Arab Republicwere inscribed on the List of
World Heritage in Danger. The sites concerned are: the Ancient City of Damascus: Site of
Palmyra; Ancient City of Bosra; Ancient City of Aleppo; Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah
El-Din; Ancient Villages of Northern Syria.

