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Panoramic view of the temple of Preah Vihear
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1
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2
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Map designated by the International Court of Justice as the Annex I map
representing the frontier line in 1908 (Ref. maps in details on pages 7 – 8)
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5

6

Map designated by the International Court of Justice as the Annex I map showing the frontier line in 1908

7

Area of the Temple of Preah Vihear in the Dangrek range of mountains (extrapolation from the map recognized by the International Court
of Justice, 15 June 1962)

8

Map used by the Kingdom of Cambodia based on the Map recognized by the
ICJ as an integral part of the treaty settlement in its judgment of 15 June
1962

Recent map for the same area unilaterally prepared and presented by the
Kingdom of Thailand. The yellow colored area indicates the claim by
Thailand.
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Activities of the delegation of the Royal
Government at the 31st session of the World
Heritage Committee in Christchurch,
New Zealand
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World Heritage

31 COM
WHC-07/31.COM/24
Paris, 31 July 2007
Original : French / English

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, DCIENTIFIC AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION
CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION OF
THE WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE
WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE
Thirty-First Session
Christchurch, New Zealand
23 June – 2 July 2007

They understand, following consultation with the World Heritage Centre, that financial and technical assistance for the development of a management plan will be
available through the World Heritage Centre’s International Assistance programme.”

3. Recognises that the Sacred Site of the Temple of Preah Vihear is of great international significance and has Outstanding Universal Value on the basis of criteria (i), (ii) and
(iv), agrees in principle that it should be inscribed on the World Heritage List and notes
that the process for inscription is in progress;
4. Requests the State Party of Cambodia to strengthen conservation and management
plan, which progress in developing an appropriate management plan, which progress
will enable its formal inscription by the Committee at its 32nd Session in 2008;
5. Further requests the State Party of Cambodia to submit a progress report to the World
Heritage Centre, by 1 February 2008.

Decision: 31 COM 8B.24

at the

31st

Chairperson statement
session of the World Heritage Committee
Christchurch, New Zealand

TEXT
1. The World Heritage Committee, Having examined documents WHC-07/31.COM/8B
and WHC-07/31.COM/NF.8B.1,
2. Having taking note of the following statement by the Chair of the World Heritage
Committee which has been agreed to by the Delegation of Cambodia and the
Delegation of Thailand:
“The State Party of Cambodia and the State Party of Thailand are in full agreement
that the Sacred Site of the Temple of Preah Vihear has Outstanding Universal Value
and must be inscribed on the World Heritage List as soon as possible. Accordingly,
Cambodia and Thailand agree that Cambodia will propose the site for formal inscription on the World Heritage List at the 32nd Session of the World Heritage
Committee in 2008 with the active support of Thailand.
They also agree that the site is in need of urgent attention and requires international financial and technical assistance and close cooperation between them.

This decision means that the committee has agreed that this Sacred Site deserves
to be included in the World Heritage List and that its formal listing will take place
at its next session in 2008, and I request that my remarks are included in the final
report of this meeting along with the decision.

Mr. Tumu Te Heuheu
Chairman of the World Heritage
Committee

They further agree that it is essential to strengthen conservation and management
at the site including by the development of an appropriate management plan, as
required under paragraph 108 of the Operational Guidelines, that will ensure the
future protection of this property.
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3 March 2008

14 May 2008
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Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN Sen welcomes
the Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej at Phnom Penh
International Airport, 3 March 2008
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Official working session between Cambodia and
Thailand delegations in Phnom Penh on 3 March 2008

25

26

H.E. Mr. SOK An welcomes H.E.Mr. Virasakdi Futrakul
at the Office of the Council of Ministers, Phnom Penh, 6 May 2008

27

Official working session between the Cambodian Delegation led
by H.E.Mr. SOK An and the Thai delegation led by H.E.Mr. Varasakdi Futrakul
at the Office of the Council of Ministers, Phnom Penh, 6 May 2008
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JOINT PRESS RELEASE

On May 6, 2008 His Excellency Mr. SOK An, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister in charge of the Office of the Council of
Ministers of the Kingdom of Cambodia, welcomed his Excellency Mr. Virasakdi Futrakul, Permanent Secretary of the
Foreign Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand accompanied by a Thai delegation during their visit
to Phnom Penh.
The meeting was conducted in a fruitful and constructive atmosphere to discuss ways and means of strengthening
the neighborly cooperation for a further reach for long lasting cooperation between Cambodia and Thailand.
Both sides agreed to fulfill commitments envisaged in the Decision of the 31st Session of the World Heritage
Committee to ensure Cambodia’s formal inscription of the Temple of Preah Vihear on the World Heritage List at the
32nd Session in July 2008.
The Kingdom of Cambodia strongly stresses that the inscription of the Temple of Preah Vihear is without prejudice
to the demarcation work of the Cambodian-Thai Joint Commission on Demarcation for Land Boundary (JBC) between
Cambodia and Thailand; and the zoning (“Zonage” in French) stipulated in the document submitted by Cambodia to
UNESCO shall not be considered as boundary line.

Phnom Penh May 6, 2008
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Discussion between Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN Sen with the Senior Representative of the Government of
the Kingdom of Thailand, H.E. Mr. Somchai Wongsawat Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education, accompanied
by H.E. Mr. Nappadon Pattama, Minister of Foreign Affairs on 14 May 2008 at Koh Kong, during the ribbon-cutting
ceremony for National Highway No. 48 (Koh Kong – Sre Ambel)

30

Meeting at the UNESCO Paris Headquarters on 22 May 2008 between H.E. Mr. SOK An, Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister in charge of the Council of Ministers of the Royal Government of Cambodia and
H.E. Mr. Noppadon Pattama, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand in
the presence of H.E. Mrs. Françoise RIVIERE, Assistant Director-General for Culture of UNESCO
and H.E. the Ambassador Francesco Caruso.
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THE NATURAL SITE

THE FOUNDATION

FOUNDATION ACT
The history of the founding of the temple of Preah Vihear is known thanks for the five
inscriptions. The first found at Angkor and the four others on the site of the Temple of
Preah Vihear.
Inscription K583 (found at Angkor) teaches us that at the beginning of the ninth century,
Indrayudha received the god Çiva order to bring to the site of Preah Vihear a “linga”,
extracted from the large stone “linga” on the mountain Vat Phu (Indrapura).
This linga was named Çikhareçvara,
“Lord of the SUMMIT”.
Inscription K380 affirm that “Çri Bhadreçvara of
Lingapura (Wat Phu) has been reborn at Çri Çikhareçvara
(Preah Vihear) ... to show its power in a visible fashion,
so that the world can admire”.

The site of Wat Phu from where comes “The Lord of the
Summit”
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THE NATURAL SITE

AN OPEN LANDSCAPE

AN OPEN LANDSCAPE OF VAST PLAINS
The temple of Preah Vihear is built on a promontory that extends to the south.
The shrine opens to the sky and stands at the apex of a triangular piece of high ground
jutting out into the plain it “dominates”.
A VIEW OF THREE SUMMITS
A promontory framed by two ranges of mountains at each side presents a spectacle of
three majestic peaks.
THE THREE SUMMITS: A SYMBOLIC MEANING
The natural and spectacular setting of the three summits six hundred meters above of and
overlooking the plain was - according to some experts – an invocation of the spirit of the
founders of the Devine Trinity in Hinduism:

VISHNU - SHIVA - BRAHMA
The symbolic value of the site revealed by the inscriptions takes in its full meaning.

Distant view of successive summits: the promontory on which stands the Temple of Preah
Vihear, is in the middle.
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LANDSCAPE
VISUAL LIMITS
A panoramic view of Preah Vihear opens to the south, towards the plain.
From the site, the panorama opens to the horizon offering a discovery of
the plain as a whole.
The panoramic view is limited to the east and the west by the massive
ranges of mountains.
The panoramic composition of the site, extending the visual boundaries
from the monument to the plain, provided a particular meaning to the
entire scenery.
A LANDSCAPE OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL HIGH VALUE

The discovery of the majestic site of the Temple of Preah Vihear from the
plain by arriving from the South was a rare experience.
The plain set between the massive ranges of mountains constitutes a
breathtaking landscape of high natural and cultural value.

View from the rocky outstretch of the promontory to the South-West and the village
of Kor 1 below.

Scenic view from the promontory to the plain, extending to the horizon and rolling between massive ranges of mountains from the east and the west.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE MONUMENT

MAIN STRUCTURES

The temple of Preah Vihear presents an axial
plan having 800 meters in length with successive and alternate “gopuras” and pavements leading to the central shrine.
The north-south orientation of this axis is relatively uncommon due to the (topography) of
the site.
THE GOPURA V:
A cruciform building consists of square
pillars and gables that supported a double
slope slide roof made of wood.
THE GOPURA IV:
This Gopura is also a cruciform building.
The gables support two superimposed ornments.
THE GOPURA III:
This Gopura in cruciform plan opens to the
south by three doors. It is flanked by two
symmetrical galleries in U-shaped form and
ended by a long hall.
THE GOPURA II:
This Gopura, also in cruciform plan, is
followed by the east and west galleries. The
whole setting is a U-shaped delimiting a
courtyard with a large rectangular room and
pillars.
To the east and west of this room are the two
“libraries”.
THE GOPURA I and the first courtyard:
The large rectangular room with pillars made
up the first gopura.
It opens on a central courtyard of vaulted
galleries at the center of which stands the
sanctuary with a collapsed central tower.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE MONUMENT

THE SECONDARY STRUCTURES

The water management works designed to complement the main structures of the monument demonstrate the
ingenuity of Khmer engineering in the vital field of water management. These works, sometimes, gigantic are
important to understand and to appreciate of monument.
WATER WORKS
THE GREAT BASIN:
A large east – west direction dam made of
blocks of sandstone on both sides of a small
valley to the north, forms a large basin which
receives all the waters of the west side of the
promontory bearing the temple.
THE WEST PAVEMENT:
The holding wall on the upper side of the
pavement is connected to a canal cut through
the rock which drains the water into a receptacle and pours it into the large basin located in
low area.
THE MAIN RESERVOIR:
It measures 36 meters by 18 meters. This reservoir is partly cut in the rock and has walls of
steps made from blocks of sandstone. It is fed
by the rain waters of the east side of the plateau.
THE SMALL RESERVOIR:
A second, square-shaped reservoir of 9.5 meters
each side, with walls of steps made from blocks
of sandstone is located just above the main
reservoir. It is fed from the south with the rain
water from the area of the lion’s head.
OTHER WORKS:
The entire water management system is not
understood today. Other reservoirs and pipe
works appear in several locations and have yet
to be studied.
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DESCRIPTION OF MONUMENT

COMPLEMENTARY WORKS

The main and secondary structures are connected to each other by complementary structures (pavements and
stairs) and are accompanied by water management infrastructure (basins and gutters). These structures constitute
integral parts of the monument.
COMPLEMENTARY WORKS
THE MAIN STAIRCASE:
The monumental staircase climbs the escarpment
leading to the plateau on which the temple stands.
It has 159 steps; half of each step is made of
blocks of sandstone and the other half is carved in
the rock.
THE WEST PAVEMENT:
This pavement of north-west south-east direction
was built on the broken slope of the escarpment
and against the line of sandstone short walls, leading to the foot of the “nagas” pavement.
THE NAGAS PAVEMENT:
The monumental staircase ends at a 25 meter long
pavement, itself bordered by railings made of
gigantic nagas.
THE EAST STAIRCASE:
The 10 meter-wide East staircase begins at
Gopura V and descend 400 meters along east side
of the escarpment of the promontory. Built in the
10th century, the staircase is in a very poor condition.
THE MAIN PAVEMENT:
It is beyond Gopura V, and was built against the
side walls of sandstone blocks in its northern part,
and cut into the rock in its southern part with railings of short pillars. It is 244 meters long and
leads to the Gopura IV.
THE SMALL PAVEMENT:
This pavement is 150 meters long, spanning
between Gopura III and IV with railings of short
pillars and other unidentifiable structures which
remain to be studied.
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THE ARCHITECTURAL DECORATION

THE DECORATIVE THEMES

The temple of Preah Vihear is dedicated to Shiva.
The topics covered are vishnouite and shivaite. They provide an idea of religious
practice at the time of their creation.
One may be surprised to see so many vishnouite representations in a temple dedicated to the god Shiva.
The most beautiful stone-carved decorations of the temple are on the “lintels” and
doors “enfilade”.
THE TYMPANS
The doors “enfilade” are rich with scenes of mythology: churning of the sea of milk,
Khrishna Govardhan.
On several gates, the decorative motif of the doors “enfilade” is the same as the lintel.
Tympan on Gopura IV: barratage the sea of milk, Khrishna Govardhan.
This recalls the décoration on the doors of the libraries at Phnom Chisor.

THE LINTELS
Several compositions of different types exist in Preah Vihear.
One is built around a central motif, almost always a head of kala or lion, which
develops into a symmetrical decoration.
Others are organized around a branch that is bending around creating more room for
the decorative motif.
Still others present in their center a small scene.
The mask or head of “Kala” is one of the elements of the decorative features of
Preah Vihear. They are directly inspired by the iconography of the temple of Banteay
Srei.
The lintel of Gopura IV: Khrishna tue Kala
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